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CHAPTER       26

The Last Fight

DECLINE
AND    DEATH

Jove strikes the Titans down
Not when they set about their mountain-piling).
But when another rock would crown their work.

ROBERT BROWNING, Paracelsus

> he preface to the first book of the Sagacious
Philosophy is dated June, 1537, Kromau Castle (near Brno) in
Moravia. Johan von Leipnik, Arch-Marshal of Bohemia, a high
dignitary of the Empire, lay there paralyzed on his death-bed.
By the time he called Paracelsus, it was too late. Paracelsus
declared him beyond treatment but lived at his castle for a
while. To this day, visitors are shown a "Paracelsus vault"
where he had his chemical kitchen.
Paracelsus was once more in the favor of the mighty. On his